o

€Ly
B TUws pLY! b J§ male jol )2
NUPSSRTLE VYT PR [T SR RRW - PH SR p2e
1o Ui wag3 nacellpsapodleh Unaiz6 350y P42 L7 Mla U706
oy tialels 2 gl ekt ¢\ WIS 15 13 S s ks V1A

LA BB BN 2R R BN N

CHAPTER 15

CONCERNING EXTRAORDINARY (AHADITH) AND
THOSE WHICH BRING TOGETHER THE EMINENCE
OF THE IMAM AND HIS QUALITIES

523 —1. Abit Muhammad al-Qasim ibn al-‘Al’> — may Allah
be merciful to him (rafa‘ahu) — that ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ibn Muslim said:

“We had been with ar-Rida (p.b.u.h.)-at Marw.! We gathered at
the Friday mosque on Friday, when we had just arrived (in Marw),
and they discussed the matter of the Imamate, and they discussed the
many differences among people in this matter. Then I came into the
presence of my master (p.b.uh.). I informed him about the various

1. This is Marw Shahijan (Persian: Shahigan), the capital of Khurasan. The
town of Tis (and the present-day Mashhad), were in that part of Khurasan
which was under the direct control of Marw. It i8 now in the Turkmen
Soviet Socialist Republic, and is presently called Mary. It should not be
confused with Marw ar-Rudh which is in present-day Afghanistan.
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things the people had said respecting him. He (p.b.u.h.) smiled, then
said: ‘O ‘Abd al-‘Aziz! The people do not know, and have been de-
ceived in their opinions. Verily, Allih, to Whom belong Might and
Majesty, did not take away (the life of) His Prophet (p.b.u.h.a.h.p.)
until he had perfected the religion for Him, and had sent down on him
the Qur’an in which is the clarification of all things. He completely
clarified in it what is lawful and what is unlawful, the restrictions
(hudid) and the commands, and all that people need. He to Whom
belong Might and Majesty said: We have neglected nothing in the Book.
(al-An‘dm, 6:38). And He sent down in the Farewell Pilgrimage, which
was at the end of his (p.b.u.h.a.h.p.) life: Today I have perfected your
religion for you, and I have completed My blessing upan you, and I
have aprroved Islam for your religion (al-Ma’idah, 5:3).

“‘And the matter of the Imamate is one of the things by which
the religion is completed. He (p.b.u.h.a.h.p.) did not pass away until he
had clarified the guiding principles of their religion to his community
and made plain their path for them, and he left them pointing in the
direction of the path of the truth. And he established ‘Ali (p.b.u.h.)
for them as a sign and as Imam. He (Allah) has not left for them any-
thing which the community needs without clarifying it. Hence, whoever
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imagines that Allih to Whom belong Might and Majesty, has not per-
fected His religion has surely rejected the Book of Alliah, and whoever
has rejected the Book of Allih, is an unbeliever in it,

“ ‘Do they know the value of the Imamate and its position in
the community that their selection could be allowable in this matter?
Verily, the Imamate is too sublime among values, too great among
ranks, too high among stations, too impenetrable on all sides, too
profound among the depths, for people to reach it with their intellects,
or to grasp it with their opinions, or to establish an Imam by their
choice. Verily, the Imamate is that in which Allah, to Whom belong
Might and Majesty, has distinguished Ibrihim, the Intimate Friend
(al-Khalil), after Prophethood and Intimacy, as a third degree, and
an eminence with which He honoured him and by which He raised
his renown, and He said: “Behold! I make you an Imam for the peo-
ple.” Then the Intimate Friend (p.b.u.h.) said out of delight in this:
“And of my seed.” Allah, the Blessed, the Sublime, said: “My covenant
shall not reach the evil-doers” (al-Baqarah, 2:124). Thus, this verse
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has abolished the leadership (imdmah) of all evil-doers till the Day of
Resurrection, and it has become for the select ones. Then Allah, the
Sublime, bestowed honours on him, by establishing it in his seed, the
ones who are selected and purified (by Allah). An He said: And We
gave him Ishaq and Ya“qub in superabundance, and everyone made We
righteous and appointed them to be Imams guiding by OQur commands,
and We revealed to them the doing of good deeds, and to perform the
prayer, and to pay zakdt, and Us they seved (al-Anbiya’, 21: 72 — 73).
“ *So it (the Imamate) did not leave his seed; one of them inherit-
ing it from another, generation after generation, till Allih, the Sublime,
caused the Prophet (p.b.u.h.ah.p.) to inherit it. And He, the Majestic,
the Sublime, said: Surely the people standing closest to Ibrdhim are
those who followed him, and this Prophet, and those who believe; and
Allgh is the Master of the believers (Al ‘Imran, 3:68): So it (the Imam-
ate) belonged to him particularly, and hence he (p.b.u.h.a.h.p.) invested
‘Ali (p.b.uh.) with it by the command of Allah, the Sublime, in the
way in which Alldh had made obligatory. So it came to be in his (‘Ali’s)
selected seed, those to whom Allah has given knowledge and faith, as
in the words of He Who is the Sublime: But those who have given
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knowledge and faith shall say, “You have remained in Allah’s Book
till the Day of Upraising” (ar-Ram, 30:56). Thus it will be within
the sons of ‘Ali (p.b.u.h.), especially, till the Day of Resurrection,
since there is no prophet after Muhammad (p.b.u.h.a.h.p.). So from
where have these ignorant people got (the right) to select?

“ ‘Verily, the Imamate is the position of the Prophets, and the
heritage of the successors. Indeed, the Imamate is the vicegerency
(khildfah) of Allah and the vicegerency of the Messenger (p.b.u.h.a.
h.p.), and the station of Amir al-mu’minin (p.b.u.h.) and the inherit-
ance of al-Hasan and al-Husayn (p.b.u.t.).

“ ‘Truly, the Imamate is the reins of the religion, the state of
order of the Muslims, the rectitude of the world, and the might of the
believers. Verily, the Imamate is Islam’s growing root, and its lofty
branch. Through the Imam the prayer, zakdt, fasting, hajj and jihdd
(exerting oneself, striving in the way of Allah, whether by means of
one’s property, one’s life, one’s knowledge, or by any other means)
are perfected, the general wealth (of the Muslims, fay’) and charity
(sadaqdt) are increased, the restrictions and the commands are put
into practice, and the frontier-posts and borders are protected.

“ *The Imam allows what Allah allows, and prohibits what Allah
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prohibits; he establishes the restrictions of Alldh; he defends the relig-
ion of Allah; and he calls to the way of his Lord with wisdom and
good admonition and with the Proof which reaches.

“‘The Imam is like the risen sun which covers the world with
its light and which is in a place where no hand or eye can reach it.
The Imam is the radiant moon, the shining lamp, the brilliant light,
and the star that guides in the heavy darkness, and in the middle of
inhabited lands, deserted regions and the high seas. The Imam is sweet
water for the thirst, the pointer towards true guidance, and the de-
lieverer from destruction. The Imam is the fire on the heights (which
guides those far away), and which warms those who seek the heat, and
an indicator in dangers. He who moves away from him will perish.

“*“The Imam is the rain-bearing cloud, the rainfall that covers
everywhere, the shining sun, the covering that shades, the prairie, the
overflowing spring, the pool and the meadow. The Imam is the gentle,
close friend, the sympathetic father, the blood-brother, the mother who
is tender to her small child, a place of refuge for mankind from perilous
disaster. The Imam is Allah’s custodian over His creation, His Proof
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for His slaves, His vicegerent in His lands, a caller towards Allah and
the defender of Allah’s precincts. The Imam is the one who is purified
from sins, free from all shortcomings, characterized by knowledge,
distinguished by forbearance, the state of order of the religion, the
might of the Muslims, the one who enrages the hypocrites, and the
doom of unbelievers. The Imam is unique of his time, no-one can ap-
proach his rank, no man of knowledge is comparable to him, there is
no-one who can take his place, nor is there anyone similar to him or
the same as him. He is characterized by every (kind of) eminence,
without his seeking it or acquiring it, rather it is a characteristic from
the Bestower of eminence, the All-giving. So who is there who can
arrive at knowledge of the Imam, or have the ability to select him?
How far from the truth is it! Intellects have lost (themselves), imagin-
ations have gone astray, minds have become perplexed, eyes have
turned away, the great have been made small, the wise have confounded
themselves, those who reflect forever fall short, orators falter, the in-
telligent become ignorant, poets become expressionless, prosodists in-
capable and the eloquent stammer, in describing one of his aspects, or
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one of his eminences. All of them have confessed their incapacity and
inadequacy. How can his totality be described, and how can his inner
essence be characterized? How can anything concerning him be under-
stood? Who can be found to take his place and to give what he can
give? No! How and where? Since he is in the position of the star for
the hand/s of those that grasp, and to the description of those who
describe. What is the place of choice in this affair? What is the place
of the intellects in this affair?

“ ‘Where can someone like this be found? Do you imagine that
this can be found anywhere else but in the progeny of the Messenger,
Muhammad (p.b.uh.a.h.p.). By Allah, they have lied to themselves,
they have promised to themselves the impossible, they have climbed
up to a difficult and dangerous height, (and) their feet will slip and
fall to the bottom. They want to appoint an Imam with (their) con-
fused, unproductive and defective minds, and (their) misguided opin-
ions. Nothing accrued to them but remoteness from him. Allgh assail
them! How they are perverted! (at-Tawbah, 9:30). Surely, they are
looking for a difficulty. They have uttered an untruth, and have gone
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astray into far error; they have put themselves into confusion, because
they have knowingly abandoned the Tmam. And Shaytin decked out
fair to them their works, and barred them from the way, though they
saw clearly (al-‘Ankabut, 29:38).

« *They have turned their backs on the choice of Allah, the choice
of the Messenger of Allah (p.b.uh.ah.p.) and his Ahlu ’l-bayt, (and
_ turned) to their own choice. And the Qur’an has called them: Thy
Lord creates whatsoever He will and He chooses; they have not the
choice. Glory be to Allih! High be He above that they associate
(al-Qasas, 28:68). And He to Whom belong Might and Majesty has
said: It is not for any believer, man or woman, when Allgh and His
Messenger have decreed a matter, to have the choice in the affair (al-
Ahzab, 33:36). And He has said: What ails you then, how you judge?
Or have you a Book wherein you study? Surely therein you shall have
whatever you choose! Or have you oaths from Us, reaching to the
Day of Resurrection? Surely you shall have whatever you judge! Ask
them, which of them will guarantee that! Or do they have associates?
Then let them bring their associates, if they speak truly (al-Qalam,
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68:36 — 41). And He to Whom belong Might and Majesty has said:
What, do they not ponder the Qur’an? Or is it that there are locks up-
on their hearts? (Muhammad, 47:24), or has Allah set a seal upon
their hearts, so they understand not (see at-Tawbah, 9:87, al-Muna-
fiqun, 63:3 . A seal has been set upon their hearts,. . .), or they say:
“We hear,” and they hear not. Surely the worst of beasts in Alldh’s
sight are those that are deaf and dumb and do not understand. If Allah
had known of any good in them He would have made them hear, and
if He had made them héar, they would have turned away, swerving
aside (al-Anfil, 8:21—23), or they said, We have heard and we disobey
(al-Baqarah, 2:93). But that is the bounty of Allih; He gives it to
whom He will, and Allah is of bounty abounding (al-Hadid, 57:21;
al-Jumu‘ah, 62:4). How can they have (the right) to choose of an
Imam? Since the Imam is a man of knowledge, he is not ignorant (of
anything), a shepherd who does not shirk ( his duty), a mine of sanctity
and purity, of piety and renunciation, of knowledge and worship. He
is the one specifically mentioned in the supplication of the Messenger
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(pbuh.ahp), and he is of the seed of the purified one, the chaste
(al-Batul, Fatimah — p.b uh) Aspersion cannot be cast on him in
‘relation to his parentage, no-one can approach him in honourability
(or nobility: hasab). He is in the noble house of the Quraysh, at the
summit of (Bani) Hashim, of the offspring of the Messenger (p.b.u.h.
ah.p.) ‘and the one accepted by Allih, to Whom belong Might and
Majesty. He is the nobility of the noblest men, and the true branch
of ‘Abd Manaf (the father of Hashim and Umayyah); the one whose
knowledge forever grows and whose patience is perfect, who is com-
pletely acquainted with the Imamate, entirely knowledgeable in states-
manship. Obedience to him is obligatory, the one who establishes the
affair of Allih, to Whom belong Might and Majesty. He is the sincere
adviser to the slaves of Allah, the protector of the religion of Allah.
“*Truly, Allah accomodates the prophets and.the Imams, may
Allah bless them, (to the right path). He gives them of His stored know-
ledge and wisdom, which He does not give to anyone else. Thus their
knowledge is far above the knowledge of the people of their time, as
He, the Sublime, says: He who guides to the truth, is he worthier to
be followed, or he who guides not unless he is guided? What then ails
you, how you judge? (Yunus, 10:35), and as He, the Blessed, the
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Sublime, says: and whoso is given the wisdom, has been given much
good (al-Baqarah, 2:269). Also what he says about Talit (Saul):
Verily, Alléh has chosen him over you, and has increased him broadly
in knowledge and body. Allah gives the kingship to whom He will. And
Alléh is All-embracing, All-knowing (al-Baqarah, 2:247). And He said
to His Prophet (p.b.uh.ah.p.): Alldh has sent down on thee the Book
and the Wisdom, and He has taught thee that thou knowest not:
Allah’s bounty to thee is very great (an-Nisa’, 4:113). And He says
about the Imams from the Ahlu ’I-bayt of His Prophet, his progeny
and his seed, may Allah bless them: Or are they jealous of the people
for the bounty that Allgh has given them? Yet We gave the progeny of
Ibréhim the Book and the Wisdom, and We gave them a mighty king-
dom. And some of them (i.e., those that were jealous) there are that
believe, and some of them that bar from it; Gehenna suffices for a
Blaze! (an-Nisa’, 4:54 — 55).

* “Verily, when Allah, t6 Whom belong Might and Majesty, selects
a slave for the affairs of His slaves, He expands his breast for it; He en-
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trusts to his heart the fountains of wisdom, and profoundly inspires
him with knowledge. So, after this, he does not stammer in answers,
and he does not deviate from the truth in them. Thus, he is infallible
(ma‘siim), supported (by Allah); he is accomodated (to the right path,
his steps being) firmly guided; he will be safe from errors, slips and
stumblings. Allih distinguishes him by this, because he is His Proof over
his slaves, and His witness over His creatures — that is the bounty of
Alldh, He gives it to whom He will, and Alléh is of bounty abounding
(al-Hadid, 57:21; al-Jumu‘ah, 62:4).

“‘So, do they have the power to do the like of this, so that they
can choose him? Or can the one that they choose have this attribution
so that they may prefer him? By the House of Allah, they have trans-
gressed against the truth, they have rejected the Book of Allah behind
their backs as though they did not know, and in the Book of Allah
there is guidance and cure. So they have rejected it, and they have
followed their own desires. Therefore, Allah has found fault with them,
detested them and caste them down, as He, to Whom belong Majesty
and Sublimeness, has said: And who is further astray them he who
follows his own caprice without guidance from Alih? Surely Allah
guides not the people of the evil-doers (al-Qasag, 28:50). And He has
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said: Ill chance shall befall them; He will send their works astray
(Muhammad, 47:8). And He has said: . . . Verily, hateful is that
in the sight of Allah and the believers; so Allih sets a seal on every
heart proud, arrogant (al-Mu’min, 40:35). And may Allah bless the
Prophet, Muhammad and his progeny, and bestow peace upon them
with much bestowing.’ »

524 — 2. Muhammad ibn Yahya (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
‘Isa (—) al-Hasan ibn Mahbab () Ishaq ibn Ghalib that Aba ‘Abdillah
(p-b.uh.), while describing the situation of the Imams (p.b.u.t.) and
their attributes during one of his sermons said:

“Verily, Alldh to Whom belong Might and Majesty, has unveiled
His religion through the Imams of right guidance of the Ahlu ’l-bayt
of our Prophet (p.b.uh.ah.p.), and has made clear through them the
direction of His path. He has opened through them the innermost part
of the springs of His knowledge. Thus, whoever among the community
of Muhammad (p.b.uh.ah.p.) has recognized the rights of his Imam
which are obligatory has found the taste of the sweetness of his faith
and has known the superiority of the goodliness of his Islam, since
Allah, the Blessed, the Sublime, has set up the Imam as a sign for His
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- His creation with kindness. Whoever is aware of us knows (what we
actually are), and whoever is not aware of us does not know (what

our status is). We are the (truthful) Imams or leaders and guides to/" ”

those who guard themselves, against evil.”

356—4. al-Husayn ibn Mubhammad al-Ash‘ari and Muhammad
ibn Yahya, both of them (—) Ahmad ibn Is’haq (—) Su‘dan ibn Muslim
(—) Mu‘awiyah ibn ‘Ammar (—) Abu ‘Abdillah (p.b.u.h.) in respect of
these words of Allah, the Almighty, the Great, ‘And to Allah (alone)
belongs the Names Most Beautiful, so call Him by them.” (al-A ‘rdf,
7:180). The Imam remarked, “By Allah, we (the Imams) are the
Beautiful Names (of Allih). Allih does not accept any good deed
of His creatures without their recognizing us (the Imams).”

357—5. Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Abdillah (—) Muhammad ibn
Isma‘il (—) al-Husayn ibn al-Hasan (—) Bakr ibn $alih (-) al-Ilasan
ibn Sa‘id (—) al-Haytham ibn ‘Abdillah (—) Marwan ibn Sabbah as

' saying:
“Abu ‘Abdillih (p.b.u.h.) said, “ Verily, when Allah created us (the
Holy Prophet and the Imams), He created us well, and when He shaped
us, He shaped us well. So, He made us His eye among mankind, His
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CHAPTER 13

CONCERNING THE FACT THAT THE IMAMS, PEACE BE
UPON THEM, ARE THE LIGHT OF ALLAH, TO WHOM
BELONG MIGHT AND MAJESTY

514 —1. al-Husayn ibn Muhammad (—) Mu‘alla ibn Muhammad
that ‘Ali ibn Mirdas said:

*“Safwan ibn Yahya and al-Hasan ibn Mahbiub narrated to us )
Aba Ayyab Khalid al-Kabali said: ‘I asked Aba Ja‘far (p.b.u.h.) con-
cerning the words of Allih, to Whom belong Might and Majesty: There-
fore, believe in Allih and His Messenger and in the Light which we have
sent down Yat-Taghabun, 64:8).’ He said: ‘O Abu Khalid! The Light,
by Allgh, is the Light of the Imims from the Household of Muhammad
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(p.buh.ah.p.) till the Day of Resurrection. They, by Allih, are the
Light which Allah has sent down, and they, by Allah, are the Light of
Allgh in the heavens and on the earth. By Allah, O Abu Khalid! The
Light of the Imam in the hearts of the believers is more brilliant than
the sun shining in the day. They, by Allah, are those who illuminate
the hearts of the believers. And Allah, to Whom belong Might and
Majesty, veils their Light from whomsoever He wills; thus their hearts
are darkened. By Allah, O Abu Khilid! No slave loves us and accepts
our mastership until Allah purifies his heart. And Allih does not purify
the heart of a slave until he submits to us, and is at peace with us.
And when someone is at peace with us, Alldh protects him from the
terrible reckoning, and also makes him secure from the greater terror
of the Day of Resurrection.””

515—2. ‘Ali ibn Ibrihim through his chains of narrators that
Abu ‘Abdillah (p.b.u.h.) said, concerning the words of Allah, the Sub-
lime; Those who follow the Messenger, the Prophet of the common
folk, whom they find written (down) with them in the Torah and the
Injil, bidding them to good, and forbidding them evil, making lawful
for them the good things, and making unlawful for them the corrupt
things, and relieving them of their loads and the fetters that were up-
on them. Those who believe in him and succour him and help him,
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and follow the Light that has been sent down with him, — they are
the prosperers (al-A‘raf, 7:157): “The Light in this matter is ‘Ali,
Amir al-mu’minin and the Imims (p.b.u.t.).”

516 — 3. Ahmad ibn Idris (—) Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Jabbar (-)
Ibn Faddal (—) Tha‘labah ibn Maymin that Abu ’l-)éariad said:

“I said to Abu Ja‘far (pb.uh.): ‘Indeed Allah has given the
people of the Book a great good.” He said ‘What is that?’ I said the
words of Allih, the Sublime: Those to whom We gave the Book before
this believe in it, and, when it is recited to them, they say: ‘‘We believe
in it; surely it is the truth from our Lord. Indeed, even before it we had
surrendered.” They shall be given their wage twice over for that they
patiently endured (al-Qagas, 28:52 —54).>  He said: “He said: ‘Allah
has given you the same as He has given them.’ Then he recited: ‘O
believers! Fear Alldh, and believe in His Messenger, and He will give
you a two-fold portion of His mercy, and He will appoint for you a
light whereby you shall walk (al-Hadid, 57:28). This means an Imam
who is to be followed.'”
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517 — 4, Ahmad ibn Mihran (-) ‘Abd al-‘Azim ibn ‘Abdillah al-
Hasani (—) ‘Ali ibn Asbat and al-Hasan ibn Mahbab (—) Abi Ayyib
that Aba Khalid al-Kabuli said:

“I asked Abu Ja‘far (p.b.u.h.) about the words of Allah, the Sub-
lime: Therefore believe in Allsh and His Messenger, and in the Light
which We have sent down (at-Taghabun, 64:8). He said: ‘O Abii Khalid!
Verily the Light of the Imam in the hearts of the believers is more
brilliant than the sun shining in the day; and they are those who en-
lighten the hearts of the believers. And Allah veils their light from
whomsoever He wills; thus the hearts of them are darkened, and He
covers them with it.””

518 —5. ‘Al ibn Muhammad and Muhammad ibn al-Hasan (-)
Sahl ibn Ziyad (—) Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Shammiin (-) ‘Abdi-
lah ibn ‘Abd ar-Rahman al-Asamm (—) ‘Abdullih ibn al-Qasim that
Sélih ibn Sahl al-Hamadéni said:

“Aba ‘Abdillah (p.b.u.h.) said, concerning the words of Allah,
the Sublime: ‘Alldh is the Light of the heavens and the earth: the like-
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ness of His Light is as a niche, Fatiman (p.b.uh.); wherein is a lamp,
al-Hasan, the lamp in a glass, al-Husayn, the glass as it were a glittering
star, Fatimah is the glittering star among the women of this world;
kindled from a blessed tree, Ibrahim (p.b.u.h.). An olive that is neither
of the East nor of the West, neither of Judaism nor of Christianity,
whose oil wellnigh would shine, knowledge would burst out by it,
even if no fire touched it. Light upon light, Imam from it (the tree),
after Imam; Allih guides to His Light whom He will — Allah guides to
the Imams whom He will; Allah strikes similitudes for men (an-Nar,
24:35).” 1 said: ‘Or they are as shadows (upon a sea obscure).’ He
said: ‘The first, and his companion. Covered by a billow, the third,
above which is a billow (above which are clouds), shadows, the second,
piled one upon another, Mu‘awiyah, may Allah curse him, and the
commotions of the Banii Umayyah (the Umayyids); when he puts
forth his hand, the believer in the darkness of their commotions, well- -
nigh he cannot see it. And to whomsoever Alldh assigns no light, an
Imam from the children of Fatimah (p.b.u.h.), no light has he, (an-Nur,
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24.:40) an Imam on the Day of Resurrection.” He said, concerning His
words: (Upon the day when thou seest the believers, men and women, )
their light running before them, and on their right hands (al-Hadid,
57:12): ‘On the Day of Resurrection the Imams of the believers run
before the believers and on their right hands, till they have set them
down in the abodes of the people of Paradise.””

* ‘Ali ibn Muhammad and Muhammad ibn al-Hasan (—) Sahl ibn
Ziyad (—) Musa ibn al-Qasim al-Bajali* and Muhammad ibn Yahya (—)
al-‘Amraki ibn ‘Ali, both of them, that ‘Ali ibn Ja‘far (p.b.u.h.) narrated
from his brother Musa (p.b.u.h.) the same tradition.

519 —6. Ahmad ibn Idris (—) al-Husayn ibn ‘Ubaydillah (-)
Muhammad ibn al-Hasan and Musa ibn ‘Umar (—) al-Hasan ibn Mahbub
that Muhammad ibn al-Fudayl said:

“I asked Abu ’l-Hasan (p.b.u.h.) about the words of Allah, the
Blessed, the Sublime: They desire to extinguish with their mouths the
Light of Allah. He said: ‘They desire to extinguish with their mouths
the mastership (wildyah) of Amir al-mu’minin (p.b.u.h.).” I said:

84

w3

e

Sd

CAHER P (SR TPOUNIYY. TRIOW SIS SRR I VT8 2931 gn Take Yl
W LPPI PR
V¢
AN OIS wdsyloloby

oo s B arlog  mmindest” Jeoni o8 0l st <1 fors
oo 135 TR 6 ey o lar 6 B dilae gl L2 e diailloys s

A/ Ve gmtandl g1

& & ¥ % % &8

‘(And) the words of Him who is Sublime: But Allsh will perfect His
Light (as-Saff, 61:8)?" He said: ‘He (Allah) says: “Alldh will perfect
the Imamate, and the Imamate is the Light.” These are the words of
Him, to Whom belong Might and Majesty: Therefore believe in Alah
and His Messenger, and in the Light which We have sent down (at-
Taghabun, 64:8). He said: ‘The Light is the Imam.’ »

CHAPTER 14

CONCERNING THE FACT THAT THE IMAMS
ARE THE PILLARS OF THE EARTH

520—1. Ahmad ibn Mihran (—) Muhammad ibn ‘Ali* and Muham-
mad ibn Yahya (—) Ahmad ibn Muhammad, both of them () Muham.
mad ibn Sinan (—) Mufaddal ibn ‘Umar that Aba ‘Abdillah (p.b.u.h.)
said:

“What ‘Ali (p.b.uh.) brought, I accept, and what he forbade, 1
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Then leave aside the opinions of so and so and this and that
And love and follow those people whose narration and hadith (runs
as follows):

“Has narrated it our Grandfather from Jibra’il from (Allah) the
Creator”.

It is such a holy and blessed link that if it was uttered for some reasons
by our Imams it was treated as a precious treasure of gpiritual benefits.

A lot of muhadditheen have narrated that when our 8th Imam, Abu ’'l-
Hasan ‘Ali ar-Riza (peace be on him) was passing from Nishapur on
his way to Marv, two famous muhadditheen, Abu Zar‘ah ar-Razi and
Muhammad ibn Aslam at-Tusi met him together with innumerable
scholars and students of figh, hadith and dirayah. The two muhadditheen
said: “O Great Sayyid, son of the Sayyids who were Imams, we request
you by the hagq of your purified forefathers and venerated progenitors
that you show us your blessed face and narrate to us a hadith through
your fathers from your grandfather, Muhammad (s.a.w.), that we
should remember you by it.” The Imam stopped his mule, and ordered
his servants to raise the shade from his howdah; and thus the people
were delighted to see his blessed features; he had two strands reaching
his shoulders. All the people of various categories stood there looking
at him, some were crying, others weeping, yet others putting their
cheeks on the earth and some kissing the hooves of the mule. Then the
scholars and the jurisprudents asked the people to keep quite, saying:
“Hear and listen and remain calm in order that you may hear what
would benefit you, and do not trouble us by excessive crying and
weeping.” Thereafter the Imam (‘Ali) Ar-Riza said:-

“Narrated t6 me my father Musa al-Kazim from his father Ja‘far as-
Sadiq, from his father Muhammad al-Baqir, from his father ‘Ali Zaynu
’I-*Abedein, from his father al-Husayn the martyr of Karbala, from his
father *Ali ibn Abi Talib that he said: ‘Narrated to me my beloved and
the delight of my eye, the Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) from Jibra'il, that
he said: “I heard the Mighty and Exalted Lord saying: ‘The Kalimah, La
llaha llallah, is My fort, and whoever utters it enters My fort, and
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whoever enters My fort becomes safe from my chastisement.’” Then
the shade was drawn on the howdah and he proceeded a little, and

then he called to them: “(It depends) on its conditions and 1 am one of
its conditions.”

This hadith was written on that day in that place by more than twenty
thousand scribes. ™ It is one of the traditions agreed upon by Sunnis
and Shi’as both; and is narrated by scholars of both sects. The famous
Sunni muhaddith Abu Nu‘aym al-Isfihani has narrated it in his well-
known book, Hilyatu 'l-awliya’; and then he writes: “This hadith is
confirmed and famous, with these links, by riwayah (narration) of the
purified ones from their clean fathers.” Then he adds: “Some of our
predecessors among the muhaddithin used to say after narrating this
link of narrators: “If this asrad (chain of narrators) were recited on a
mad person, he would be cured.” Ibn Hajar al-Haythami al-Makki has
said that this belief was expressed by Imam Ahamd ibn Hanbal. 77

Incidentally, this asnad is known to muhaddithin as silsilatu ‘dh-dhahah
(the Golden chain).

Perhaps now this ignorant writer would understand why it was not
necessary for our Imams to spell in so many words their links to the
Prophet (s.a.w.), for it was understood by everyone that whatever they

said was taken from their holy progenitor, the Messenger of Ailah
(s.a.w.).

It will not be out of place to mention that a hadith of the same meaning
has been narrated with a longer “Golden chain” starting with our
twelfth Imam (a.s.), by none other than the Shah Waliyullah Muhaddith
Dehlavi, who writes in his “Al l'azl al-Mubeen fi al-Musalsalat min hadith
al-Nabi al-Amin"";-

“I say: Ibn "Uqlah had given me {jazah (permission) to narrate all that
he had the authority to narrate. And 1 have found in his a/-Musalsalut

(76) Ash-Shaykh As-Sadug. ‘Uyunu Akhbari ‘r-Rida, Beirut, 1404/1984, vol. 2, pp. 143
145. Hashim Ma'ruf al-Hasani, Siratu ‘I--limmat; "l-ithna ‘ashar, Beirui, 140671986, vol.
2. pp. 386-7

(77) As-Sawa ‘iqu “l-muhngah
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th in which each of its narrators has the distinction. of
ammml :ag&reat virtue uniquely. He (may .Allah have mercy on hl.m)
has said: ‘Informed me the peerless of this time ash-srhaykh Hfu.;an ibn
*Ali al-’'Ujaymi; from the Hafiz of his time Iamaluddl‘n al-Babili, from
the Relied one of his time Muhammad al-Hijazi al-?Ia iz, from the. Su.ﬁ
of his time ash-Shakh ‘Abdul Wahhab ash-Sha’rawi, from the Mujtahid
of his time Jalaluddin as-Suyuti, from the Hafiz of his time Abu
Nu’aym Rizwan al-’Ugba, from the Reciter of his time ash-Shams
Muhammad ibn al-Juzwi from the Imam Jamaluddin Muhammad ibn
Muhammad al-Jamal the Zahid of his time, fromthe Imam Muhammad
ibn Mas’ud the Muhaddith of the Fars in his time, .from our §haykh
Isma‘il ibn Muzaffar ash-Shirazi the Scholar of his time, from ‘Abdus

‘Salaam ibn Abi’r-Rabi‘ Hanafi the Muhaddith of his time, from Abu

¢ lah ibn Muhammad ibn Shapur al-Qalanasi the Shaykh of
:;hnmt?d;lom *‘Abdu ’l-‘Aziz ibn Muhammad al-Adaml_the Imam of
his times, from Sulayman ibn Ibrahim ibn Mnhamnac} ibn Sulayman
the extra-ordinary person of his time, from Ahmed onbn Muhammad
ibn Hashir: al-Baladhuri the Hafiz of his time, who sal_d that ‘Narmed
to us Muhammad (Al-Mahdi) jbn al-Hasan (AI-.‘Askan) ibn ‘Ali (al-
Hadi), the Hidden Imam of his time, (who §a1d) narmed to us (my
father) al-Hasan (Al-‘Askari) ibn ‘Ali (Al-Hadi), from his father (Imam
‘Ali Al-Hadi) from his grandfather (Imam Muham:yad At-Tagi) from
his great grand-father ‘Ali ibn Musa ar-Riza, from (his fatl?er) Musa ?l-
Kazim who said: Narrated to us my father (Imam) Ja'far u-Sld‘q.
(who said) narrated to us my father an}a{n) Muhammad lI*BlQl‘l]'.
(who said) narrated to us my father ‘Ali ibn al-Husayn Zaynu th;
‘Abedeen as-Sajjad, (who said) narrated to us my father al:Ht‘xs?yn oy
Chief of the martyrs, (who said) narrated to us my father ‘Ali ;bnf thel
Talib the Chief of the Awliya’, who said: Informed us the Chief o be
prophets Muhammad ibn ‘Abdullah (Allah’s blq;smgs and peace o
upon him!) who said: Informed me Jibra'il the Cluef of the angels t:e
said that Allah the Paramount Lord has said: “Verily I am Allah, Mre
is none to be worshipped ecxcept Me; whosoever acknoﬂedg:“ z
Tawheed (Oneness) enters My fort, and whosoever enters My
safe from My chastisement.”™®

(78) Shah Waliyullah, Al-Faal al-Mubsen, a3 quoted in Istigea’s Lifham.

:



As it is said by Imam al-Sadiq:

Do you think that the appointer among us (Imams) can make anyone he wants his
successor? No, by Allah, it is rather a covenant [‘ahd] from Allah and His
Messenger (p.b.u.h.a.h.p.) for one man after another, until it comes down to the one
who is entrusted with it.!

Again:

The Imamate is a covenant [ ‘ahd] from Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty,
which is entrusted to men who are named. It is not for the Imam to withold it from
him who is after him."

As Arzina Lalani explains, Imam al-Bagqir holds that the Imams are ‘the protectors
and guardians of the believers and obedience to them is an obligatory duty.” They are ‘the
ones firmly rooted in knowledge [...] pure and protected from sin and error and they are the
light of God by which people may walk and be guided aright’.” Imam al-Sadiq says ‘what
Allah delegated to His Messenger (p.b.u.h.a.h.p.), he has delegated to us.”™ And: ‘obedience
to us is obligatory on them just as obedience to the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h.ah.p.).””

Imam al-Bagqir says:

The Light of the Imam in the hearts of the believers is more brilliant than the sun
shining in the day. They, by Allah, are those who illuminate the hearts of the
believers. And Allah, to Whom belong Might and Majesty, veils their Light from
whomsoever He wills; thus their hearts are darkened. By Allah, O Abu Khalid! No
slave loves us and accepts our mastership until Allah purifies his heart. And Allah
does not purify the heart of a slave until he submits to us, and is at peace with us.”

According to Tabataba’i, these blessings are for the awliya’ who are granted the
permission to ‘join their [mam’.™

! Al-Kulayni, op. cit., Vol. 1, Part 2, p. 320.

" Ibid.

" Lalani, op. cit., p.70.

™ Al-Kulayni, op. cit., Vol. 1, Part Two, p. 290.
¥ Ibid., p. 269.

" Al-Kulayni, op. cit., Vol. 1, Part Two, p. 80.
Y Ibid., p. 97.



254 The Spirituality of Shi'i Islam

This aspect of waldya characterises the Imam (with an upper
case T) in the cosmic, archetypical, metaphysical sense: the
divine Perfect Man, if not Man-God, that is to say walaya as the
locus of manifestation for the Attributes of God. The last part
of the dialogue between Ja‘far al-Sadiq and his disciple demon-
strates clearly that this concept constitutes a secret that must be
kept from the unworthy. It is even the ultimate Secret teaching
of the imams.®

All things have a secret, the secret of Islam is Shi‘ism (literally: the
Shi‘is, al-shi‘a) and the secret of Shi‘ism is the waldya of ‘AlL™

If we were to apply the technical meaning to these terms we
would understand that a secret veiled behind the letter of a reli-
gion is the esoteric teaching of its initiated, and the key secret of
this teaching is the divinity of the Imam, the divine Guide.

‘Something in you resembles Jesus the son of Mary’, the Prophet is
supposed to have said to “Alf, “and had I not feared that some groups

tradition in A Shi’ite Anthology (New York, 1981), p. 42, does not point out the
‘shath’ that it contains and which constitutes its focal point.

69. Amir-Moezzi, ‘Du droit 4 la théologie', pp. 47-48, 55, 62-63.

70. Ibn “‘Ayyash al-Jawhari, Mugtadab al-athar {Tehran, 1346/1927), p. 23
(a tradition attributed to Ja'far); see also a shorter version in al-Kulayni, al-Rawda,
vol. 2, p. 14. Although each imam in every cycle during mankind’s sacred His-
tory has been the locus of manifestation for this cosmic Imam, “Ali remains His
supreme vehicle and symbol. Which is why in a number of traditions — apart from
the obvious meaning - ‘Ali also signifies the cosmic Imam or waldya/imamate
in general; just as Muhammad, beyond the obvious meaning may also signify
the archetypal Messenger-Prophet or prophethood {(nubuwwa) in general; see
Chapter 5, this volume, in fine and note 52 above as well as the relevant text. One
may make a similar comment regarding the terms islam (strictly referring to the
Muslim religion and in a wider sense, the exoteric dimension, the ‘letter’ of each
religion) and shi‘a (referring to the Shi‘is of Islam; and in a wider sense: the initi-
atic, esoteric dimension ‘the spirit’ of each religion), see note 95 below. Thus the
hadith attributed to Ja‘far may also be understood as follows: ‘All things have a
secret; the hidden secret behind the “letter” of every religion is its initiatic, esoteric
dimension and the secret of the latter is the waldya of the cosmic Man.’
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in my community would say what is said of Jesus by the Christians,
I would have revealed something about you that would have made
people gather the dust beneath your feet to seek blessings.™

This secret dimension of waldya may be considered the eso-
teric of the esoteric (batin al-batin) of the imams’ teachings. Thus
hadiths such as:

Our teaching is the truth; truth of the truth; it is the exoteric,
esoteric and esoteric of the esoteric; it is the secret and secret of a
secret, a well-guarded secret, hidden by a secret.”

Our doctrine [amr: cause, order, affair, teaching . . . as we have
seen, the term is often identified with waldya] is a secret contained
within a secret, a well-guarded secret, a secret whose only benefit is
a secret, a secret veiled by a secret.”

Our doctrine is hidden, sealed by the original Pact {al-mithag - 1
shall return to this matter regarding the pre-existence of waldyal,
God will render he who reveals it contemptible.”*

One may say that the historical imam/wali, physical, initiating
master par excellence is the guardian of a Secret whose content
is the metaphysical Imam, throne of the cosmic walaya: “We are
the treasure (khazana) and the treasurers (khuzzan/khazana)

71. Al-Kulayni, al-Rawda, vol. 1, p. 81. See also Sulaym b. Qays (Ps.},
Kitab Sulaym b. Qays al-Hilali, ed. Ansari, vol. 2, p. 891, no. 58 and vol. 2, p. 910,
no. 62; al-Bahrani Hashim b. Sulayman, al-Lawami’ al-naraniyya (Isfahan,
1404/1983), pp. 373, 376.

72.  Al-Saffar al-Qummi, Basd@'ir al-darajat, section 1, ch. 12, p. 28, no. 4 {Ja'far).

73. Basd'ir, p. 28, no. 1 {Ja'far).

74, Basa’ir, p. 28, no. 2 {al-Bagir). On the duty of preserving a secret
{tagiyya, kitman, khab’), now see E. Kohlberg, ‘Taqiyya in Shi'i Theology and
Religion’, in H. G. Kippenberg and G. G. Stroumsa (eds), Secrecy and Conceal-
ment. Studies in the History of Mediterranean and Near Eastern Religions (Leiden,
1995), pp. 345-380; supplementing a previous study by the same author, ‘Some
1mami-$hi Views on tagiyya’, JAQS, 95 (1975), pp. 395-402 (now in Belief and
Law in Imdmi Shi‘ism [Aldershot, 1991], article III).
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